B6 Tracing and Information

A Focus on Tracing Chisd I en

and Adolescents

In 1945 the Allies liberated thousands of unaccampanied minors
from concentration camps and from forced labor.

They also found many children stolen from their parents

and given to German families for adoption.

For this reason, a special focus was placed on the tracing

of children and adolescents from UN states after the war.

The ITS set up a special Child Search Branch in 1948,

based first in Esslingen and then in Arolsen from 1950.

The Child Search Branch had two main responsibilities:

It searched for children reported missing by their families,
and it traced and registered unaccompanied children
in order to then search for their parents or relatives.
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Tracing Inquiry from Paula Pirecnik for her Son
Ivan, February 15, 1949
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Reference Card from the Child Search Index
for Johann Peretschnik (lvan Pirecnik), circa 1952
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Ravensburg District, 1949
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Hollerith Index Card for Josef Berezniak, August 22, 1949

The large amount of information gathered through
the Limited Registration Pl on punch
cards. The individual h t
pieces of data: for exa ;
column 60 means that Josef Berezniak was
born out of wedlock

Hollerith Machine, Munich, circa 1950

With a machine like this, a precursor to today's

computers, punch cards
Child Search Branch of the ped that
this system would make it poss l)-il-_' to record and
evalus l-ufm mation faster.
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Ivan Pirecnik

1941-1995

Ivan Pirecnik's mother spent over four years traqihg her son,

who had been viclently taken from her by the Germans in 1942.
He was from Sostanj in what was then Yugoslavia (now Slovenia).
When the Germans and their allies occupied the region in 1941,
they shot lvan’s father because he was with the resistance.

They gave Ivan up for adoption without his mother’s knowledge.
In July 1943 he was given to the Sirsch family and named Dieter.
Nine years later he finally returned to his mother in Yugoslavia,
where he finished school and worked in a power plant.
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Ivan with his German Foster Parents outside
a US Courthouse in Franmwin. 1952

After the lengthy saﬂrch,_L,vaa iture was
uncertain at first. Should rn to Yugoslavia
or remain in Germany? Jud
he should stay with the '
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Ivan Pirecnik, 1952

Ivan with his Mather, shortly before Leaving Ivan (3rd from left) with his Former Foster Parents,
for Sostanj, in a Frankfurt Hotel Room, 1952 probably in Vollmarshausen, circa 1985

Ivan Pirecnik was about one and a half when the After returning to Yugoslavia, Ivan initially had
Germans separated him from his mother. His mother no contact with the Sirsch family, He quickly

and sister survived concentration camps and forced formed a good relationship with his biological

labor. When Ivan was reunited with his mother in mother and sister. He first wrote to the Sirsch

1852, he spoke no Yugosiavian and had no memory family as an adult and visited them in the 1980s.

of his life in Sostanj.
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