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A Focus on Tracing Children

and Adolescents

In 1945 the Allies liberated thousands of unaccompanied minors

from concentration camps and from forced labor.
They also found many children stolen from their parents
and given to German families for adoption.
For this reason , a special focus was placed on the tracing
of children and adolescents from UN states after the war.

The ITS set up a special Child Search Branch  in 1948,
based first in Esslingen and then in Arolsen from 1950.
The Child Search Branch  had two main responsibilities:

It searched for children reported missing by their families,

and it traced and registered unaccompanied children
in order to then search for their parents or relatives.
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Ivan Pirecnik
1941 - 1995

Ivan Pirecnik ’s mother spent over four years tracing her son,
who had been violently taken from her by the Germans in 1942.
He was from Sostanj in what was then Yugoslavia (now Slovenia)
When the Germans and their allies occupied the region in 1941,
they shot Ivan’s father because he was with the resistance.
They gave Ivan up for adoption without his mother ’s knowledge.
In July 1943 he was given to the Sirsch family and named Dieter.
Nine years later he finally returned to his mother in Yugoslavia,
where he finished school and worked in a power plant.
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